
Dear Nicole,
My son, Malcolm, will be entering half-day kindergarten in the fall. I am strongly in favor of half-day being extended
until .

To my understanding, many of the specials had to be cut for this year’s half-day students. It would be great to have
an extra 25 minutes to possibly fit more specials for half-day students.

Full-day kindergartners go to lunch at , so it’s a nice time for the whole class to leave the classroom. I don’t
think the children will be as upset to be separated at that time of day.

There won’t be afternoon kindergarten, so the bus doesn’t need to get back to Center School at  to bring the
afternoon kids.

I hope this is a possibility. Thanks for taking the time to read this and consider my input!

Sarah Dailey
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Hi Nicole,

My name is Carol Holt (I think I met you at my sister Kristen Donovan's art studio a few weeks ago).  I heard that you
were looking for input from incoming Kindergarten parents regarding the end time of the half day for students next
year as it's being voted on soon.  I feel that a  dismissal when the full day students break off for lunch would be
appropriate. Not only would the half day students have a smoother transition breaking away from the full day students
but it sounds like it would also enable them to have extra time to participate in specials.  

Thank you so much for hearing our thoughts on this matter it's greatly appreciated!

Sincerely,

Carol Holt
3 Ladyslipper Lane
Stow
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Hi Nicole,
I heard that you were looking for feedback on the Kindergarten dismissal time. 
My son will be in 1/2 day K next year and I think the  dismissal would be
wonderful.  It will allow him to have a more natural transition out of the class and
should hopefully allow the teachers to get a little more teaching done in the
morning.  I did not like the idea of combining the 1/2 day kids with the full day, so
any extra time he can spend getting to know the full day kids in his class would
be great.
Thanks so much for caring enough to ask for feedback!
Ellen
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Dear School Committee Representative Odekirk,
 
A friend of mine told me that you were looking to hear from incoming kindergarten parents regarding the issue
of  dismissal for half day kindergarteners.
 
My son Colin will be a half day kindergartener this Fall.  I am in favor of  dismissal for the half day kindergarten
program.   I believe that extending the half day program 25 minutes will allow for a more natural, less intrusive transition for
both the full day and the half day students.  With  dismissal in place, the full day and the half day students will be able
to make the mid-day transition together.  As the full day students walk to the lunchroom with their lunch boxes, the half day
students will walk to the waiting buses with their backpacks.  Adopting this time change will create a seamless way to
dismiss the 6-8 students per class that will be leaving kindergarten mid-day.
 
Further, in terms of curriculum, an extra 25 minutes will provide more instructional time, giving all of the students a less
hurried, less intense morning.  This additional time on learning will allow teachers to better pace the curriculum in a
developmentally appropriate way for all of the students.  The added time may also give half day students the
opportunity to participate in more Specials  (Art, Music, PE, Computers, Library).  The current half day students have limited
access to Specials because of their program's time and scheduling constraints. 
 
I have talked with other parents who will have half day kindergarteners this fall, and those that I have spoken with also
support this measure.  Please consider voting "yes" at the  School Committee meeting to extend the half day
kindergarten program by 25 minutes.  Set the dismissal time for half day kindergarten to  for the 2014-2015 school
year.  
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
April Sears
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Hi Nicole,
I live in Stow with my 3 children: a first grader, a soon to be kindergartener and a preschooler. I was planning to
attend the school committee meeting to show my support for the kinder time extension until I realized the meeting
conflicts with my son Tyler's graduation from Steppingstones Preschool in Stow. I am hoping you can include my
support in the committee's consideration.

I feel that extending the day to  would be a positive change for my kindergartener-to-be. Tyler will participate in
the half day program and I would appreciate the extra
30 minutes of instruction for him to digest any new material.

I am concerned about my son's feelings being in an integrated classroom with children staying the entire day and I
feel leaving at 12 would ease the separation from his friends. It would be a natural transition when the other children
go to lunch for him to leave to go home for lunch.  I think it would benefit the other children too and be less disruptive
to the flow of class.

I hope that this measure passes; I think it would make a positive impact on the new school year.

Thanks for your time,
Laurie Hays
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